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CHAPTER -4

Cultural Intervention through Traditional Folk:
A Study of a Mangai’s Pacha Mannu and
Jyoti Mhapsekar’s Mulgi Zali Ho

- Tanima Kumari
- Soumya Mohan Ghosh

Introduction:

Modern Indian theatre, being a male-dominated genre, excluded women
altogether, making them invisible as performers, creators/playwrights/directors,
or even as spectators. Although records of women as participants in the
indigenous performance traditions, like Jatra, Chhau, Tamasha, Lavani,
Nautanki, Khayal, Naqqal, Ramleela, Rasleelaetc can be found, the colonial
influence had condemned and subsequently transformed indigenous theatrical
forms owing to its immorality and licentious nature because of the participation
of women in it. Thus, while modern Indian theatre was developed as a
respectable form, women were systematically excluded. However, the Post-
independent Indian theatre which aimed at facilitating Indianness, what Aparna
Dharwadker describes as following “the middle ground between mere
revivalism and imitative Westernization, which would reconcile precolonial
traditions with the socio-cultural formation of a modern nation-state”
(Dharwadker 43), developed theatre of the roots movement by generating
interest in the folk performances in the pre- colonial India. The roots movement
which had begun around the late 1950s and early 1960s developed fully in the
1980s (Bhatia, Modern Indian Theatre xxii). At this juncture, with the formation
of women's theatre groups in the second half of the 1970s, theatre is used in
creating a social space to interrogate gender discrimination and issues of
gender-based violence. Many female theatre artists extensively deployed folk
elements in their works to provide a sense of local heritage and to effectively
communicate with the common mass, mostly the women, voicing their dissent
against a plethora of women's issues, ranging from female infanticide, gender
inequality, dowry, to multiple forms of violence against women. These
performances reveal the context-specific feminist politics as they take up issues
in and around their geographical locations with the help of regional songs,
Jolklore and local customs to approach the people directly breaking the formal

barriers between the performers and the spectators.
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Educational Thoughts of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar

Anupam Das

Introduction:

Great peoples are born to make an impact on society. When our
society was covered with full of superstitions, illiteracy,
unconsciousness, and when British peoples were busy in their
political conquests then Vidyasagar arised like a sun to enlighten our
society. He worked restlessly to reforms our society. His activity
towards education and spreading of women education and reforms
higher education was remarkable. Vidyasagar, who came in the
middle of the 19th century, was a prominent personality among
different great reformer. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a Bengali
Sanskrit Pandit, educator, social reformer, writer and philanthropist.
He has a great contribution in the various aspects of education. He
enriched and reforms the education system as well as Bengali
language and literature. Comment of Madhusudan Dutta about
Vidyasagar was that, - “ He had the wisdom and genius of a sage,
heart of a Bengali mother and energy of an Englishman, is proof of
Vidyasagar’ s image in the 19th century.” In this chapter the
researcher intends to review and analysis the educational thoughts of
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar.

Personal Profile:

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was born on 26 September, 1820 in an
aristocratic Brahmin family in Birsingh village of Medinipur district.
His father’s name is Thakurdas Bandyapadhyay and mother’ s name
is Vagabati Devi. He graduated from Sanskrit College at the age of
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Preiace

Philosophical inquiry into the forms, contents. and consequences of
sxperience 1s known as philosophy. It is a quest for a comprehensive
understanding of existence in all of its manifestations in the many stages
+f consciousness. Philosophy's basic goal is 10 determine the ultimate
meaning and essence of existence. It is the science of reality, the
foundation of the practise of justice, the law of achieving freedom and
happiness, and it provides a key to the meaning and understanding of
beauty. It's the path to realising who you are and what you're capable of.
~Philosophy is the pursuit of wisdom, Of the love of wisdom. It is a moral
nd intellectual science that attempts to explain the reality behind the
appearances by reducing the occurrences of the cosmos t0 ultimate causes
using reason and law.” It is founded on intuition and is intended to
rationally defend one's belief in Truth.

Philosophy 1s a systematic and well-coordinated attempt to evaluate life
and the cosmos as a whole. It is a non—judgmental approach to all
challenges and clements of life. Philosophy 1s 2 broad exposition of the
underlying conceptions, meanings, and values of the universe's items,
based on their ultimate causes that extend beyond the senses. “Philosophy
is not a wisdom of the world, but knowledge of what is not of the world; it
is not knowledge of external mass Of empirical existence and vitality, but
knowledge of that which is everlasting, of what God is, and what flows out
of His nature,” Hegel writes in his Philosophy of Religion. Philosophy is
the broadest of all academic disciplines, and it serves as a touchstone for
all other areas of human understanding.

Philosophy is a way of life, not a theory. It denotes a true nownership" of
wisdom, not just "love of wisdom." Philosophers arc thus actual
participants, not professors, academicians, Of doctrinaires, or even
"spectators.”
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Study on the Obstacles and challenges of
Women Education in Independent India

Anupam Das

omen constitute almost half of the population «& &

world. Education for women is the best war =

improve the health, nutrition and economic stamus o &
household that constitute a micro unit of a nation economy. I= e
context, it can be argued that lack of woman education can ¢ &
impediment to the country’s economic development. This paper s
to study on the obstacles and challenges of women educatios =
independent India. Drawing on existing literature and va—ous
statistics concerning women’s education, the paper provides &=
overview of the various governmental programme, scheme o=
initiatives regarding issues related to obstacles of women educasos
and regarding suggestions to overcome these. Finally the researchess
conclude that after 73 years of independence the problems of womes
education do not reduced completely. There were a lot of initiatises
taken by the government with respect to our constitutional provisicss
but these were not acted purposively. Therefore some suggestions
are provided.

Introduction:

Accessing education in the name of continuous learning
process starts from mothers' womb. In this sense education is the
birth right of all children. As Swami Vivekananda said, “Educatios
is the manifestation of perfection already existing in man™
According to him, human beings deserve education by birth. Being
human, we all accept this birth right as the basic fundamental human
rights by putting it in our Indian constitution.

Women education in India has been an urgent need of the
new era. We cannot hope for the developed nation without proper
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THE EFFECT OF CORONA
PANDEMIC ON THE PRESENT
EDUCATION SYSTEMS
IN INDIA WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO WEST BENGAL

ANUPAM DaAs

Introduction .

ere is no doubt that in the year 2020 we are going
C—\G’?hmugh in a crisis period due to the advent of corona virus
that is covid-19. According to World Health Organisation

report covid-19 first appeared in the China at the last month of
2019. Thereafter this virus spread all over the world. In India,
it first seen in the 30 March, 2020. This corona pandemic has
become a headache for people all over the world. It has affected
almost every aspect of human life. Aimost every country in the
world is affected by this epidemic. To stop the spreading of the
coronavirus, lockdown initiated at the third week of March 2020
all over the India. The thrust of the lockdown affected various
stakeholders in Othe society including various categories students
and the education institutions. This epidemic has also put India
in a critical situation. The epidemic has severely affected human
life, health and specially education system. As a result, schools,
colleges, universities and other educational institutions across the
country were shut down. Many students are being deprived of real
education due to the closure of educational institutions for a long
time and the drop-out rate is increasing in the schools. In this crisis
situation, various educational institutions have launched online
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EDUCATIONAL THOUGHT
OF GANDHIJI:

A Critical Analysis

ANuPAM Das

L —

lintroduction

( ahatma Gandhi was a pure soul. He was a symbol

of peace spirituality and morality. He is remembered
orever to us and to India — for his hard work, simple
fifer, truth and non-violence, humanity, for oneness. His work and
fmovements, such as satyagraha, non-co-operation movement,
(he Dundy expedition, etc., have left a mark not only in India but
around the world. He was a burning soul and a patriot. He has
nlways served for mankind. Gandbhiji tried to improve the Indian
people through his entire life. In the sense of overall development
he spoke of political, social, economic and spiritual progress. He
realized that, only real education can do the complete improvement
of Indians. So instead of traditional education, he created a self-
reliant education plan.

The first step in India’s political freedom is the expansion of
public education. And to expand public education, it is necessary
o make elementary education universal and compulsory. But the
government did not have the sufficient funds needed to start the
non-essential primary education. He came forward in this critical
situation in the country with his own national education plan, He
presented the self-reliant central education plan to the countrymen
which is known as the Basic Education Scheme.
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Women, Marriage and Motherhood:
A Study of Vijay Tendulkar's
Silence! The Court is in Session

*Tanima Kumari
**Soumya Mohan Ghosh

Introduction
The production of children, the nurture of those born,
and the daily life of men, (of these matters) woman is

visibly the cause. (Manu n.d,IX.27)
omen from the time immemorial have
\;s; been relegated to the secondary status,
seen as a body, to be controlled by the
male member of the family in order to ensure the
continuation of their lineage. Women’s body and its
sexual and reproductive capacities are always put
under surveillance to regulate the feminine body. As

a result of patriarchal hegemony Wome“.conSt‘wte
b colves in conformation to male desires. They
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Radhakrishnan’s view of Religion

Suchandra Neogi

According to R.S.Srivastava, Radhakrishnan was a synthetic
philosopher. He also advocated a synthetic approach to religion.
He was the most eloquent spokesman and the efflorescence of
Hindu culture and tradition. Radhakrishnan developed his thought
of religion in many books, e.g, An Idealistic View of Life, Religion
and Society, Eastern Religions and Western Thought, The Hindu
View of Life, The Religion We Need etc.

Radhakrishnan thinks that only religion can give us the highest
bliss. It is a dynamic process. It can maintain our intimate contact
with creativity and bestow upon us a divine will. He describes
that religion is the will of the creatures to raise himself above
himself through toil and effort’ Man may express his true spirit
with religion. It is not so much a theory of the supernatural. It is an
experience that every man is capable of it. Radhakrishnan states:
“Religion is not a creed or a code but an insight into reality?.” It
is the discipline or the way of life which makes a man to change
in his own nature in order to let the divine in him manifest itself
(himself). He says : ‘religion, it urges, is a conversion, a mental
and spiritual revolution, a change from a self-centered to a God-
centered life?. It is a call to a new vision and understanding of life.
Religion is an emotional reaction to human life.

According to Radhakrishnan, “religion begins for us with an
awareness that our life is not of ourselves alone. Religion as man’s
search for this greater self will not accept any creed as final or any
law as perfect. It will be evolutionary, moving ever onward.”™ He
says that it is the living contact with ultimate reality. He writes:
“man’s religion must be his own and not simply accepted on trust
or imposed by authority.”™ He also says that religion may start
with the individual, but it must end in fellowship. Radhakrishnan
says : “Religion is a subject to be investigated by philosophy as is
any other side of experience. It is more essentially the problem of
philosophy as it assumes a system of values which philosophy has
also to consider.”
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Some of the Philosophical Aspects of Mahatma
Gandhi

Suchandra Neogi

In the academic sense, Gandhi was not a philosopher. He had
no training in philosophical discipline. He was not a theorist. In his words “I
am not built for academic writings. Action is my domain.” He was a Karmayogi
or actionist or a man of action. For him, a small bit of moral action is equivalent
to thousands of spiritual thoughts and discourses. He was not a typical
philosopher who sitting in an ivory tower would meditate on speculative
metaphysical discourse. Gandhi was a self-styled philcsopher, a philosopher
of life, a philosopher of action, a philosopher of practical idealism. According
to him, philosophy without life corresponding is like a body without life. Asis
the man, so is the philosophy. This is the particularity of Gandhi who incarnated
his message in his life. In his own words, “ My life is my message”. His
philosophical style is not speculative in nature. It is the synthetic outlook or
syncretic character of his thoughts and deeds. Actually, for him, the means of
knowledge were not contemplating, but action. The datum of his philosophy
is the action. He realizes salvation through his action. Gandhi is best modern
commentary on the Gita as he was an ideal Karmayogi. Gandhi was a man of
speech, deed and thought. He practised, What he preached.

If we make a close study of Gandhi and his philosophy, we can
say that there is no one Gandhi and no one Gandhism. In his voice: “There is
no such thing as Gandhism, and I do not want to leave any sect after me. I do
not claim to have any new principle or doctrine. I have tried in my own way to
apply the eternal truths to our daily life and problems...You will not call it
Gandhism: there no ism about it.” The varicus presentations of Gandhi’s
philosophy one can get to know from his writings, speeches, interviews written
at different times in different journal and magazine.

Gandhi was a household name in India. His name is familiar to
such a degree that there is scarcely a peasant or a factory worker who dose not
consider him to be a friend of humankind. For ifhe is a Mahatma or Great soul,
he is also a man of the people amongst the people. ‘Actually, Gandhi was
servant of India and humanity. He was the type cf the civilized and humanized
man. Gandhi was a synonym of humanism. With humanity Gandhi was, is and
shall be. He belonged to mankind, he belongs to mankind. Not until humanity
itself dies, will Gandhi die. He was a voice of eternal revolt against oppression
and injustice—the eternal voice of humanism.
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