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Educational Thoughts of lshwar Chandra

Vidyasagar

Anupam Das

Introduction:
Great peoples are born to make an impact on society. When our

society was covered with full of superstitions, illiteracy,

unconsciousness, and when British peoples were busy in their

political conquests then Vidyasagar arised like a sun to enlighten our

society. He worked restlessly to reforms our society. His activity

towards education and spreading of women education and reforms

higher education was remarkable. Vidyasagar, who came in the

middle of the 19th century, was a prominent personality among

different great reformer. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a Bengali

Sanskrit Pandit, educator, social reformer, writer and philanthropist.

He has a great contribution in the various aspects of education. He

enriched and reforms the education system as well as Bengali

language and literature. Comment of Madhusudan Dutta about

Vidyasagar was that, - " He had the wisdom and genius of a sage,

heart of a Bengali mother and energy of an Englishman, is proof of
Vidyasagar' s image in the 19th century." In this chapter the

researcher intends to review and analysis the educational thoughts of
Ishwar Chandra VidYasagar.

Colonial Origins of Modernity in India: Society, Polity and Culture 188

Personal Profile:
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was born on 26 September, 1820 in an

aristocratic Brahmin family in Birsingh village of Medinipur district.

His father's name is Thakurdas Bandyapadhyay and mother' s name

is Vagabati Devi. He graduated from Sanskrit College at the age of
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omen constitute almost half of the
world. Education for women is the
improve the health, nutrition and economrc

household that constitute a micro unit of a nation
context, it can be argued that lack of woman education
impediment to the country's economic development. This
to study on the obstacles and challenges of women
independent India. Drawing on existing literature
statistics concerning women's education, the paper
overview of the various governmental pro
initiatives regarding issues related to obstacles of women
and regarding suggestions to overcome these. Finally the
conclude that after 73 years of independence the problems
education do not reduced completely. There were a lot of
taken by the govemment with respect to our constitutional
but these were not acted purposively. Therefore some
are provided.

Introduction:

Accessing education in the name of continuous
process stafts fi"om mothers' womb. In this sense education
birth right of all children. As Swami Vivekananda said,
is the manifestation of perfection akeady existing in
According to him, human beings deserye'education by birth.
human, we all accept this birth right as the basic
rights by putting it in our Indian constitution.

Women education in India has been an ursent need of
new era. We cannot hope for the developed nation without

Revisiting The History of India &

Study on the Obstacles and challenges of
Women Education in Independent India

Anupam h
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r
Radhakrishnan's view of Religion

Suchandra Neogi

According to R.S.Srivastava, Radhakrishnan was a synthetic

philosopher. He also advocated a synthetic approach to religion.

He was the most eloquent spokesman and the effiorescence of
Hindu culture and tradition. Radhakrishnan developed his thought

of religion in many books, e.g, An ldealistic Wew of Ltfe, Religion

and Society, Eastern Religions and Western Thought, The Hindu

View of Life, The Religion We Need etc.'

Radhakrishnan thinks that only religion can give us the highest

bliss. It is a dynamic process. It can maintain our intimate contact

with creativity and bestow upon us a divine will' He describes

that religion is the will of the creatures to raise himself above

himself through toil and effortl Man may express his true spirit

with religion. It is not so much a theory of the supernahral' It is an

experience that every man is capable of it. Radhakrishnan states:

"Religion is not a creed or a code but an insight into reality2." It
is the discipline or the way of life which makes a man to change

in his own nature in order to let the divine in him manifest itself
(himself). He says : 'religion, it urges, is a conversion, a mental

and spiritual revolution, a change from a self-centered to a God-

centered life'3. It is a call to a new vision and understanding oflife.
Religion is an emotional reaction to human life.

According to Radhakrishnan, "religion begins for us with an

awareness thaiour life is not of ourselves alone-Religion as man's

search for this greater selfwill not accept any creed as final or any

law as perfect. It will be evolutionary moving ever onward."4 He

says that it is the living contact with ultimate reality' He writes:

"man's religion must be his own and not simply dccepted on trust

or imposed by authority."5 He also says that religion may start

with the individual, but it must end in fellowship. Radhakrishnan

says : "Religion is a subject to be investigated by philosophy as is

any other side of experience. It is more essentially the problem of
philosophy as it assumes a system of values which philosophy has

also to consider."6
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Some of the Philosophical Aspects of Mahatma

Gandhi

SuchandrtNeogi

In the academic sense, Gandhi was not a philosopher' He had

notraininginphilosophicaldiscipline.Hervasnotatheorist.Inhiswords..I
u* oor Uui-ft fot academic uritings' Action is my domain"' He was a Karmayogi

or actionist or a man oiaction. F-or him, a smarl bit of moral acticn is equivalent

to thousand, of ,pirlt.rui thoughts and discourses' He was not a qpical

ptrff"t"plr*rvhos^ittingiaanivorytcwer""'ouldmeditateonspeculative
metaphysical discourse]Ganihi was a self-sryled philcsopher, a philosopher

orli[, a philosopher oflaction, a philosopher of practical id.ealism. A.ccording

i" irr", p'nir"top^rrv *itrrouilife conesponding islike a body without life' As is

the man, so is the philosoff,,'. fnis is Are particulariry of Gandhi who incamated

;i; ;;r;"g. in his iife.'In his ovrn words, " My life is my message"' His

pfrif"t"phi."f style is not speculative in nalure.' It is the synthetic outlook or

G;;;it. charier of his t'hougfuts and deeds' Actually' for him' the means of

knowledge were not.ont.*piutioS, but aglio.n' The datum of his philosophy

istheaction.Herealizessalvation-thlcughhisaction.Gandhiisbestmodern
commentary on the Gita as he -was utidial Kcrmryogi' Gandhi was a man of

rp.r"n, Aeea ana thought- He practised, What he preached'

IfwemakeaclosestudyofGandhiandhisphilosophy,wecan
saythatthereisnooneGanchiandnooneGandhism.Inhisvoice:..Thereis
i" t*i,ftirg as Gandhisrn, and I do not 

"vanJ 
to leave any sect after me' I do

notclaimtohaveanynewprincipleordcetrine.Ihavetriedinrnyownwayto.;;fi; 
eternal truths to cur daily life andproblerns...You will not call it

Gandhism: there no l,srz abcut it.i tlhe vari,ous presentations of Gandhi's

philosophyonecangettoknowfromhis"vritings'speeches'interviewsvrritten
ut aiff.i.nt ti*es in different journal and magazine'

Gandhi was a househotd aame in India' His name is familiar to

such a degree that there is scarceiy a peasant or a factory worker who dose not

considerhimtobeafriendofhumankind.FcrifheisaMahaonaorGreatsoul,
he is also a man of the people amongst the pecple' A:lrally' Gandhi was

Servantoflndiaandhum-iry.rt"*u'thetypecfthecivilizedandhurnanized
man. Gandhi rr* u tyoonyt ofhumanisnn' WiA Uo**ity Gandhi was' is and

shallbe.Hebelongedto-*kiod,hebelongstornankind.Notuntilhumanity
itself dies,.rriU G;dhidie. He was avoice oletemalrevolt against oppression

and injustice-the eternal voice of humanism'
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